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Amid the hustle and bustle of Havana s Rancho Boyeros International Airport 
ብ voung woman excitedly waits in line to board the small plane that will take her to 
fame. Young and beautiful, cabaret singer Roxana Gonzalez had been chosen to 
lead a troupe of Cuban performers on a triumphal tour of Central and South America 
[This was the moment she had been waiting for since she was ten years old and had 
won first prize in a radio show called "Searching for Stars” —this was fifty years 
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before Ed McMahon made a similar show famous on American TN 


Roxana giggled with her girlfriends, the four platinum-blonde beautes that 
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ver Art and Drawings by Now red with rage the impressano. a very influential man, told Roxana that unless 
Baba Raul Canizares she got on that plane he `d make sure she never worked again. Sad but determined 


Roxana went back home. The next morning she was awakened by her mother with 
the horrifying news that the plane had gone down and there had been no survivors 
Cuba went into mourning for some of the most talented young performers it had 
ill dead in a plane crash. This was 1953. Two years before | was born. Roxana 
Gonzalez was በኒ mothe wh went on [0 raise а famih |› 1) 111” away и 1994 
Му mother was convinced that the child that saved her life was none other thar 


Eshu. the onsha of the crossroads. Had ፡ not heeded his advice. | wouldn't be 
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her name. "It is 1. Ananaki, the Coconut Palm Tree! You have drunk of my blood 
which has made your womb fertile, many children will be nurtured in that womb, 
but if you do not wish to lose the first one, vou must dedicate him to me three davs 
after he is born. He will be blessed with great beauty and intelligence, and God 
Almighty will make him Lord of the Road." Too shocked to say a word, Ananaki 
stood up and hurried back to her husband 


Ananaki found Okubere crving his eves out for her, desolate after looking all 
over for his beloved Ananaki without luck. Ananaki told her husband what had 
transpired and he rejoiced in the knowledge that he and his wife would be able to 
conceive. "Blessed be the Coconut Palm Tree!" --Shouted the king. Nine months to 
the day of Ananaki's return, a beautiful boy was born to the pair. So great was their 
joy that both forgot all about the Coconut Palm Tree. They named their boy Eleggua 
which in their tongue means "handsome one." Prince Eleggua was the apple of 
everyone's eves, and he grew strong, handsome. and somewhat spoiled. Going 
hunting one day with his entourage, voung Eleggua felt a strange chill go up his 
spine when he got to the middle of a certain crossroads. He stopped dead in his 
tracks with a strained, anguished expression on his face, worrying his hunting 
companions who had never seen the rambunctious youngster act so strangely. After 
a couple of minutes that seemed like hours to his worried followers, Eleggua bent 
down to pick up something from the ground. It was a strange, luminous coconut 
[he prince seemed to be fascinated by it, carefully carrying it back home. 


Showing his parents the fruit, they laughed and said they saw nothing unusual 
about it, Eleggua then rolled the coconut on the floor, the thing ending up in a 
corner by the front door of his chamber. One day, not long after the incident with 
the coconut, the king offered a great feast to celebrate Eleggua s birthday when а 
powerful, blinding light began to issued from Eleggua's room. Investigating the 
phenomenon, the king’s bodyguard discovered that the source of the light was the 
coconut by the prince’s doorway. Many of the king’s guests left the party, utterly 
terrified. The king ordered that the coconut should be offered obeisances, as it was 
obviously a divine emanation. Three days later, however, an inconceivable tragedy 
befell the village when their beloved prince Eleggua fell ill and died suddenly 
Everyone felt the loss of the handsome youth, While the prince’s body lay in state 
the coconut kept his chamber, now transformed into a funeral parlor, fully 
illuminated. After the Prince’s burial, however, everyone forgot about the coconut 
which lay forgotten behind the dead prince’s door 


After Eleggua s death, the village fell into a downward spiral where nothing 
prospered; cows refused to give milk, chickens refused to eat, and plants refused to 
grow. King Okubere called all the great diviners of his realm and beyond to find 
the cause of his village's misfortune. The wise men, through divination, found out 
that the reason for the village's adversity, and also the reason for the young 
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prince s death, lay in the roval couple's forgotten promise to the Coconut Palm 
Tree You must offer obeisance to the magic coconut, or we will all starve!” The 
seers told the king. Unfortunately, when they went to look for the fruit, they found 
that it had rotted away and was no good. They then took what was left ol the 
coconut and. finding a suitable stone (one as large and round as the coconut), they 
smeared the fleshy pulp, now soft and gooey from rot, on the surface of the stone 

l'hev then sacrificed a beautiful white rooster, brought in from another village, on 
top of the stone, which they further dressed with honey and palm oil. By divination 
they found out that the spirit of the magic coconut now occupied the stone. Okubere 
and Ananaki proceeded to lovingly install the stone behind the door of Eleggua s 
chamber. The stone then began to glow. Through teary eyes the grief-stricken parents 
saw an ethereal. translucent face begin to appear over the stone. It was the face of 
their ill-fated son, Eleggua. They then understood that they had not lost their son 

who had become an orisha and would now be protecting them from his divine 
realm. Eventually, the wise elders taught Okubere and Ananaki how to communicate 
with Eleggua by using an oracle consisting of four pieces of coconut. Since thal 
day everyone in the community enjoyed greal prosperity Eventually, each 
household in the v illage had its own Eleggua stone prepared so that Eleggua’s cult 
became widespread, eventually being adopted by other villages until every corner 
of the world had heard the name Eleggua, the magical prince who became a god 


Commentary: This pataki is considered very important because it encapsulates 
one of the most sacred tenets of Santeria: That the dead precede the orisha. Here 
we clearly see how Eleggua was first human before dying and subsequently 
becoming an orisha. Although Eleggua is the first orisha to be propitiated, the 
ancestors, the egungun, are honored even before Eleggua 


Why Eleggua eats first: There are many pataki that relate why Eleggua 15 
the first orisha to be propitiated, the following is the most commonly related in 
Cuba 


Once upon a time, long before there was a separation between humans and 
Orisha, Obatala lived in a splendid palace with his wife Yemmun and their children 
the eldest of them being the strong and righteous Ogun. Baba, as Obatala is called 
bv all creation, took pleasure in his serious, diligent offspring. In those days Baba 
was very much a hands-on ruler, his meticulous attention to all corners of his vast 
empire taking him away from home when he felt his subjects in [ከ055 places 
needed him. It was during one of these sojourns of Obatala that Ogun began to 
feel a shameful attraction for his own mother. Obatala had an enchanted rooster 
named Osun’ that served as his eves and ears while he was away. Determined 


to consummate his shameful desire towards Yemmu, Ogun machinated a 
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Eshu red and black: There were two friends who grew up together in à 
small, West African village. They did evervthing together since they were ven 
young. Both attended the same classes. served the army at the same time, and 
bought adjoining farms when they were ready to settle down. They even married 
on the same day. The two friends were so close they never even had an argument 
Once they went to see a babalawo to check on the state of their affairs, as was the 
custom in their village. The babalawo told the friends that unless they made a 
sacrifice to Eshu, they would have a great fight between them. The frends 
disrespected the babalawo by laughing in his face: “We, have a fight? Not likely! 
the two men said. Needless to say, they refused to make sacrifice to Eshu 
Sometime later the two buddies were tilling the soil on each side of the narrow 
trail that separated their respective properties, when a man passed by, oflering 
them a quick greeting as he walked by at a rather fast pace. “I wonder who that 
was," one of the friends said to the other, "I don't know, but I can't imagine how 
he can stand the heat dressed in black like that” The other friend responded 
"What do vou mean black, dear friend? He was all in red, from head to feet" 
Red?" --Asked the other one--" You clown! You know very well he was dressed in 
black, and he seemed to be crving" The friend who said he saw the man dressed in 
red now turned sullen. “Are you calling me a liar, beloved one? He wore red and 
was laughing!" “Are YOU calling me a liar, highly valued comrade?” The friends 
first argument ever escalated into a horrible brawl, where neighbors had to come 
and separate them. Such anger erupted between them that they flipped 8 coin to 


decide who would leave town 


l'wenty years passed bv when each of the former friends received a message 
from the Chief of the Temple of Eshu at the royal palace to offer sacrifice there 
Honored ከነ such a request, since both were men of modest means, each bought 
the finest goat he could afford to offer to the trickster god. At the appointed time 
the friend who had seen the mysterious man in black twenty years before was 
instructed to enter the temple through the western door. The other friend was told 
to enter through the eastern door. In the dimly lit chamber the Chief Priest knelt in 
front of what seemed to be a magnificent life-size figure of the Lord of the 


Crossroads. "Come up to the front, both of vou," the Priest commanded. Fascinated 


by the life-size statue. the friends who had not seen each other In twentv vears 


ilmost bumped into each other as both stared right into the statue, which they now 


could see was dressed in red and black 


At that moment, what they had thought was a statue stood up, seemingh 


отіпр to life. "Welcome. boys. it has been a long time, hasn't и?” Realizing that 
thev were in the presence of Lord Eleggua himself. both men fell on their face in 
full prostration. “° weren t so worshipful when ! passed bv vour properti 
{τι || now | | Пед Юу! το αὶ | V C14 ich oth 


ind Elegegua hall dressed in red and half in black. neht down the middle of | 
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body. The friends realized what a huge mistake they had made and fell down each 
other s arms sobbing uncontrollably. "Forgive me. beloved friend!” "How could | 
have been so thoughtless!" The priest offered Eleggua the friends belated sacrifice 
and the two friends walked arm in arm with twenty vears of stories to share with 


each other 


Commentary: The moral of this pataki 15: Do not be fooled bv appearances 
alone, for appearances may be deceiving, The greater implication is that we 
should be broad-munded and must strive to see beyond the confines of our own 
perspective: in doing so, we will be more fully approaching a more complete 
reality, in the process of which we will be operating closer to the truth of any 
given Situation. As usual with any pataki involving Eleggua, this one reminds us 


of the importance of making sure we give Eshu what ts his without delay 


How Eleggua healed God Almighty: Back in the days when Olodumare 
was preparing his departure from Earth, leaving his children the Orisha to take 
over the role of active gods of this planet. something unthinkable occurred, Father 
Olodumare, God Almighty himself fell ill! This confused all of the Orisha, because 
they were under the impression that the Great One was incapable of experiencing 
sickness. Laying in his luxuriant silk blankets, the usually vital Patriarch seemed 
to be ebbing away. One by one, all the Orisha tried to heal God using everything 
they knew, one by one they failed. Obatala and Olokun, God's two most powerful 
children, began preparations to face the unthinkable: The death of God. Ifa, destiny 
personified, divined that there was one orisha they had all forgotten to consult 
Eshu Beleke, a tiny, onerous, childlike Orisha who enjoyed living where refuse 
was gathered or deep in the jungle. Because of his strange appearance and nasty 
disposition, Eshu Beleke had been ostracized by his fellow Orisha, which suited 


him fine since he preferred to be alone anyway 


Oshosi Ode Mata, the Hunt personified, was sent to track Eshu Beleke down 
Sure enough, the tiny terror was found in a squalid garbage dump near a small 
village “Greetings, honorable brother,” Oshosi said. Eating a piece of decaying 
rat, Eshu didn’t even bother to look up. simply telling Oshosi to go f--k himself 

10 በ01 mean to disturb your meditation, Eshu, but our Father has fallen ill and 

have all tried е ervuung we know I | heal him without success you are our las! 
hope. “Of course vou can t heal him, the only cure for what 8115 Olodumare 15 to 


be found here, in the squalor of a garbage dump. апа of course none of you highbrow 


mother [--—- s with your noses all up in your asses would be caught dead near 
irbage, but all пећ. 1 1] heal him [ts not his fault all of you are a pack of losers 

[he small figure then began to rapidly gather some herbs from the malodorou: 
Eshu then triturated the herbs to a fine [ powd ith 
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Eshu-Eleggua 








Rock Eleggua with offerings 
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“ONA ESHU” 
PATHS OF ELEGGUA 


Cuban babalawo Adnan de Souza-Hernandez has noted in his superlative tome 
on Eshu, "Echu-Eleggua: Equilibrio Dinamico de la Existencia (Habana/Ediciones 
union, 1998, p.37), "Each artifact or being has its own Eshu." Although most 
traditions in Cuban Santeria teach that Eshu/Eleggua has twenty-one paths 
(manifestations, avatars), this figure must be taken as symbolic. Each odu (chapter) 
in the Ifa corpus has its own Eshu; this alone brings the total to two hundred- 
fifty-six, Add to that number the many manifestations of the trickster orisha which 
have come up 18 the different Diasporic Orisha worshipping populations in the 
New World and you end up with innumerable personifications of Eshu 


Roads of Eshu in Cuban Santeria: In her excellent work on Orisha worship in 
Cuba, Los Orishas en Cuba, ethnographer Natalia Bolivar Arostegui, who 
studied under preeminent recorder of Afro-Cuban life 1 уйа Cabrera, mentions 
the following paths known in Cuba 


Eleggua Abaile: A messenger avatar, the one who helps with cleansing and decides 


where to dispose of sacrificial remains 


Eshu Ashi Kuelu: An old man of small stature who lives underground in 
tunnels and grottoes. He likes gold and 15 one of the few manifestations that 
accepts pigeon sacrifices. According to Bolivar, he is the Eshu of the [fa Odu 
Owonrin 


Eleggua Afra: The path that accompanies Babalu Aive, of Dahomevan “Агага 
origin. His colors are black and white, rather than black and red. Does not 
accept offerings of palm wine or rum; he likes white wine. This Eleggua is fond of 
whistling around corners. Another path having identical attributes as Afra is 
called Eshu Makenu 


Eshu Afrodi and Eshu Agroi: Both are Агага Eshus. each 15 said to have 


` 


twenty-four paths. They are prepared with twenty-four cowry shells. They look 
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ike small pvramids topped ከነ crowns Priests of Га (Ifa m Benin) prepare thes 
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Eleggua Agbanukue Agbanukue: Also from the land of the Агага. A very helpfu 


Eshu. He punishes his enemies by striking them blind 


Eshu Abalonke: Presents himself as a strong adult malc. burns his enemies to a 
crisp, he 15 said to be an Eshu who walks with Death. This Eshu is born in thc 


Ifa odu Obara Меп 


Eshu Agberu: A female Eshu, sometimes said to be manifested in the terra cotta 
receptacle where a male Eshu is placed, thus forming a similar representation as 


the Hindu Yoni-Lingam. the union of male and female in the act of coitus 
Eshu Agbo Bara: A trickster who enjovs gossip 


Eshu Agganika: Dangerous because he is extremely vengeful and 


unforgiving. He is represented as a soldier on horseback, with a drawn saber 
Eleggua Aggo Mevo: From Oyo. A very efficient solver of major problems 
Eshu Agongo Olo Ona: Lord of the Roads 
Elegeua Agongo Ogo: Thus 15 the Eleggua that Is represented by a heavy ѕгай 
Eleggua Akeru: A messenger Eleggua 

τον 


Flegeua Akesan: Also from Оу 


Eshu Akileyo: An Eleggua from Oyo characterized as a very badly behaved 


hype [a пуё | |! Роҳ 


Eshu Akokor Obiya Akokoriye: From the land of the Mina. He enjoys 


playing with tops and smoking cigarettes, he is always searching for fun. Hc 


Eshu Ala Le Иш: ^ irban Eshu. old and respected 


Eshu Ala Akomako (Eshu Mako): The Eshu that likes to hide things. He ነ; 


ri ive stolen offerine punishes with fi 


Eshu Ala Ayiki, Bara Alayiki Agaga: This Oyo Eshu cats а lot. Represented b 
rambunctious child who loves Io part m incurable alcoholic | Avil 
| ver the Unto en. [bis Eshu is bor | ] аис 
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Elegeua Ala La Banshe: Ruler of *That-Which-Will-Come-To-P ass." God gave 
111 th ромет to makes things go wrong and to right them ара ከር 15 theri оге 


anindispensable Orisha 


Eshu Alabwana: One of the most important avatars of Eshu, syncretized in Cuba 
with the Lonely Soul of Purgatory. a medieval Catholic personification of all thi 
suffering souls of that temporary hell. Alabwana 15 the leader of the egun (dead 
incestors). This Eshu 15 a hermit who lives in the most desolate parts of [ከር 
wilderness. He is fond of sleeping at the crossroads. Alabwana rules over Win 
(fairies) and Ovtyi Oku (forest ghosts). It was Alabwana who helped Babalu Alive 


when he fell out of favor with Olodumare 





Eshu Alaketu: A former king of Ketu. His colors are black and white 


Eshu Laroye: The most widely worshipped Eshu in Santeria. As Lord of Speech 
and Communications he 15 indispensable to effect all interactions between humans 


ind Onsha à UT it ΤΙ ná 1 CoN | 1$ ils | ኒኒ ΑΤΓΙΟΗ ind ¢ (ነ1ርሽ à mi 


Eshu Larove Kio: This is the Eshu that has onlv one foot 
Eshu Alaru: The Divi loorman. also a messenger Eshu 
Eshu Alimu: Another Arara ῃ ilks with Babalu 


Eshu Alosi: | : thing | [ር በ ነ ha 1 | his ፍከዝ aid t 
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ላከህ Anaki. Ananaki: Mother of Elegbara. said to have three manifestations 


including Eshu Alavi [bere Yeve prim та! mother of all of the Eshus: As the 


Eshu Ara Hi: An Агага Eshu related to the worship of Oshun and the [beji 


(divine twit 


Eshu Arai Lele: A terrifying Eshu who shape-shifts into a large, fierce йор 


Eshu Arayeyi: Orunla s secretary, protector of Oshun. He 15 kept near a hom 


' 
ITI 


ια Jesus held ኮነኒ 





Eshu Arere Obi Oke: Svncretized in Cuba with the chi 


ላ 1 " 


St. Anthony. A very beneficent Eshu. Olodumare sent him to serve humankind 


Eshu Aridiyi: Loves to scare people 
Eshu Aroni: A healer and magician. he has a very short fuse and 15 easil 


irritable. He helps keep Ogun s forge lit. He is a one-armed, one-legged dwarf with 


i doglike face. [his Eshu teaches High Magic, to those brave enough not to be 


intimidated by him 

Eshu Averu: An important defender of а. A babalawo's most trusted guardian 
Eshu Awere: This Eshu lives in the mountains, with Obatala 

Eshu Awo Bara: Another Eshu closely aligned with the practice of Ifa 


Eshu Bara Inye: Protects his devotees with fierce passion. This is Ѕһапро ‹ 


Eshu. he appears in the Ha Оди Obara M 
Eshu Barakenyo: [he tiniest of Eshus, he is nevertheless ven levous 
ት ላከህ Вага Asuwavo: The Eshu that guards the gates to the ከ zl 


Eshu Bara Laviku: An Eshu from Ovo who helps Babalu 1 thy 


117 friend of the Dau nd rl ` ` 


፣ ላክህ Barakinkenvo ruthiess { Id. а еа Изд 
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Eshu Ba Ti Eve, Bative, Batieye, Batiele: Thi hu 15 known for his tenacit 
Eshu Beddun Bela: A two-faced Eshu. one Бепо white, the other black 


Eshu Beleke: An Eshu from Ulkumi. he is a naughty child, but he also knows a lot 
of remedies using herbs. Likes to gossip and to cause misunderstandings. Not à 


good Eshu for children. for he gets 1С 10:15 of them 


Eshu Bi Biribi: This Eshu walks with the Ibej. twin sons of Shang 
Eleegeua Biawoona: Fashioned out of stone 

Eshu Bibakikenyo: An Eshu who walks with Oshosi 

Eshu Chikua bu: Another Eshu from Ovo, said to be very temperamental 


Eshu Shinki: Lord of Speed 


Eshu Shiguidi or Shugudu: His image looks like an inverted cone made of terra 
cotta. covered with cowry shells. This Eshu 15 said to cause nightmares. Very rich 
people and astute businessmen trust Eshu Shiguidi. Shigidi is made by opening à 
hole in the ground and building him from red clay and offering him blood sacrifices 


that must be presented 18 a plate 18 front of him 


› ላከህ Daguese: Made out of a large conch 


Eshu Egbavila: A savior Eshu, the Eshu of the Ifa Оди Owanran-Iwori. He 15 


made with gold, silver, platinum and as many different metals as one can find. 11 


፤ 


ind snake oil. a needle. four straight pins, sand, water from a 


cemetery dirt, dirt from à park, mpembe chalk, toasted corn, red mercun 


quicksilver, spurs from 8 rooster, a piece of goat bone, and sticks from several 


Eshu Elufe: A very fine old gentleman 


ት ላከህ Egbere: Another child Eshu. this onc said to personify the tornado, he 


walks with ( )v3 
Eshu Ekileyo: Protector of those seeking wisdom 
Eshu Ere: A two-faced Eshu sculpted out of wood 


Eshu Eshenike: Walks with Osa fond ( п |i large pipe filled will 
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Eshu Esi llenvi: Lives in the front of homes, defender of famili 
Eshu Ewe: The Eshu who lives in the forest 


Eshu Guirivelu: Unlike most other Eshus. this one likes pigeons. saves In 


offered 101 of the feathered creatures as a sacrifice 
Eshu Ina: Fire personified 

Eshu Ivelu: Protects drumme 

Eshu Kakara: (5 made inside a conch 


Eshu Kakugbo: Also made with a conch 





Eshu Olo Kako Alagada: Likes to play и 
Eshu Ka Oloya: An Eshu that lives 1n the market 
Eshu Kekeno: An Агага Eshu that walks with Babali 
Eshu Кейп: Same as al 

Eshu Kinkeye: Anot! hild manif 


Eshu Kolofo 


Santeria and the (risha οἵ the Crossroads 19 


Eshu La Boni: An Eshu who walks with Osh! 
Eshu La To Opa: A wooden Eshi 


Eshu Lawona: ላቨ Eshu that seems to be éevervw her Пон inishment 


those who deserve it 

Eshu Luyi: An Eshu fashioned inside à conch 

Eshu Marimaye: Doorman of the cemeten 

Eshu Merin Ba Ave: Owner of the crossroads 

Eshu Oba Kere: Eshu as a young kine 

Eshu Obasin: Walks with Oduduwa 

Eshu Odemassa: A capricious and bad-tempered Eshu 

Eshu Ode Mata: An Eshu of the forest, companion of Oshosi 

Eshu Odubele: А two-faced Eshu. red on one side, black on the other 
Eshu Oguanni Lele Alarove: An Eshu that walks with Ogun 


Eshu Owani I egbe: Said to contain the twenty-one boons of the mayor p [ከፍ of 


Fshu 


Eshu Elegbara: Owner of Strength, believed by тапу scholars to be the source o 
the Lukumi word "Elegeua 
Eshu Ogguiri: An Агага Eshu, adopted son of Ajaguna 


e names 15 “Eshu whose 


Eshu Okada: The Eshu of the garbage. one of his prais 


penis 15 like a machet 
Eshu Okuboro: A kine. said to be the elder of Eleeba 


Eshu Okokove Bive: An adult manifestation said to be an orphan from Ovo. raised 
i the neighboring land of the Mina 


Eshu Olanki (Olonki); Eshu AkokorObiya; Eshu Osika: Three Mina Eshus 


Eshu Oni Bode: This Eshu is enshrined as guardian of the metaphysical or actual 


entrances tO certain villages 


Eshu Onini Buruku: A harbineer of deatl 
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Eshu Osa Ika: Eshu of the odu of the same name 


Eshu Sokere: The Eshu of the divining mat 


2# 


Eshu Osa Lo Fabeyo: This 15 an Eshu born in the odu "Osa." He eats pigeons 


ГІ, ЈЕ. ይ... 
[ne following are pats 


Eleggua Agatigaga 
Eleggua Agbanilegbe 
Eleggua Agbanile 

Eshu Akongorovo 

Eshu Alayi Ibere Yeye 
Eshu Ala Bono 

Eshu La Bona Ala Gbona 
Eshu Alagbon 

Eshu Ala Muwa Mubata 
Eshu Awaya, Aguaya 


about which all that is known 


Eshu Eleggua Bankeo 
Eleggua Barbakikenver 
Eleggua Bilisi 

Eshu Kokogbe 

Eshu lacerate 

Eshu LaMeta 

Eshu La Mika 

Eshu Laye Abaranke 
Eshu Malu 

Eshu Mbemberekete 


го σοι να) 1S (heir name. 


Eshu Odara 

Eshu Oshanki 
Eshu Oshuni 

Eshu Okiri 

Eshu Okuade 
Eshu Okueda 
Eshu Okomibade 
Eshu Onvangui 
Eshu Onvankiledo 
Eshu Yeku Yelede 


In the Congo-derived Afro-Cuban religion Palo Eshu is called Lucero and Kudjo 
In Haitian Vodou Eshu' s main manifestation is as Papa Legba, but Baron (Bawon) 
Samedi and the Gede spirits are also aspects of the trickster. To enumerate the 
many paths of Eshu (Exu) in Brazilian Candomble would require a book dedicated 
to that alone, but an interesting Brazilian addition to the Eshu catalogue is Pomba 
Gira, said to be a historical incarnation of Eshu that appeared in Rio at the end of 
the 19th century as a beautiful prostitute who was stabbed to death. Before she 
died, a gay man was the only person to come to her aid, so she promised to alwavs 
look after homosexuals from the land of the spirits. A myth has been told about the 
great African-American blues singer-guitarist Robert Johnson (d. circa 1937), said 
to be the best of his genre, about how he sold his soul to the “devil of the crossroads” 
in order to become the best blues man ever. This story obviously alludes to an 
African-American cultural retention of an aspect of Eshu that has been transformed 
into a “devil.” 
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ATTRIBUTES 


Necklace: Eleggua 5 traditional necklace, worn by his devotees, consists of 
alternating red and black beads.'' Some paths are represented by alternating white 
and black beads. Black, red, and white beads are also worn for Eleggua. Some 
traditions play with Eshu's numbers when making his beads, for example 
alternating three black/three red beads, or twenty-one black followed bv twenty 
one red beads and so on 


Emblematic colors, numbers, elements, dominions, and Catholic disguised 
feast days: Eshu's colors are red and black. His principal numbers are one, three 
twenty-one, and one hundred-one. A stick off the guava tree in the shape of a cane 
is one of Eshu-Eleggua's most pervasive attributes. Natalia Bolivar Arostegui savs 
that "Eleggua/Eshu" represent the oriental principle of vin/vang, “the mythic 
expression of the inevitable connection between positive and negative.’ 
Eleggua 15 the trickster extraordinaire, a Yoruba proverb says “Eshu punishes 
you today for that which you'll do tomorrow." He has no reverence for linear time 
and is constantly reminding us how little it means to him 


As The Chief of the Ajogun, agents of misfortune, Eshu reminds us to keep a 
cool character (iwa pele), the most sought-after quality among the Yoruba, by 
sending us challenges when we forget to do the right thing. Eshu is the Lord of the 
Crossroads. which means it is his job to offer us choices. Each time we come to a 
forked road in our path, it is Eshu who is giving us that choice. By propitiating him 
before we choose which wav to continue, we may be assured a better future. It is 
said that Eshu creates obstacles in our lives simply to direct our attention to him 
like the child he is, Once we make our offering to him, he turns our tragedies into 
great fortune. Sometimes 11 15 said that Eshu is neither good nor evil, but a neutral 
force responding to the nature of the sacrifice offered him. He loves abundant 
offerings, but 15 also touched by small offerings given with a big heart. Eshu 15 
associated with sexuality and is represented in anthropomorphic fashion as an 
ithyphallic deity (with an erect penis). Eshu introduced sounding the trumpet to 
announce great leaders into medieval courts, he also introduced the eating of tortoises 
into human usc. When translated, some of his praise names reveal what Eshu ከ85 


dominion over, such as "Revealer of Secrets Enslaver of People Eshu the 


e 
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Liberator of Slaves," "He-Who-Gives-Fortunes," “He-Who-Takes-Away-Fortunes 
Lord of Communications," "He-Who-Makes-People-Take-Their-Own-Lives 
Lord of Destiny," “Eshu the Carpenter," “Eshu the Gunsmith,” "Lord of the Bad 


Winds." and "Hc-Who-Makes-Gods-Undecrstandable-To-! Iumans 


Eshu taught man how to tame the horse, how to build furniture out of wood 
how to spin cotton into cloth, how to get fruits out of trees for consumption, and 
how to use firearms. it is said that Eshu s evil serves to glorify the goodness οἱ 
God. If God Almighty Olodumare may be said to be the personification of Ashe 
(primal energy). then Eshu is its guardian, the one who helps Olodumare distribute 
this primal force to the Orisha, who in turn make the universe move. Without Eshu 
there wouldn t be a distribution of Ashe; without Ashe there wouldn t be a dynamic 
Universe. but one that would experience death through entropy. Eshu s role as the 
sustainer of order and balance is vital to existence. As Lord of Paradoxes he 
constantly challenges our minds and our ideas concerning reality. John Wescott 
perfectly describes Eshu s character in the following note 
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the м Som thal takes him bevond the rules 


In Cuba Eleggua 15 syncretized with the Catholic representation of the Baby 
Jesus known as the Child of Prague, also with the Child of Atocha (Eshu Beleke) 
He is also syncretized with St. Anthony of Padua (Eshu Larove) and the Baby 
Jesus carried by him. Eshu Alabwana is syncretized with the Lonely Soul of 
Purgatory. Because Eleggua 15 given the most attention in Santeria, most 
believers propitiating him every Monday, his feast day is not as widely 
celebrated as that of other Orisha or, to look at it another way, his feast day is | 
celebrated every Monday! Most Cuban traditions, however, sav that his feast 


davs arc January 151. January 6th, and Junc 13th | 


Plants sacred to Eshu Eleggua: 


Broadleaf Bas Fei Ba Breall 
ыл | | obac 
1 nono! male) | l: 
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Initiation names : At a recent initiation ceremony, during the part of the ritual 
where a name 15 given to the initiate, the presiding oriate (master of ceremonies 
only remembered a few names. After cach name is uttered, the Orisha being 
enthroned is asked through an oracle if that is to be the name given to the tnitiate 
At this particular ceremony, the oriate ran out of names before the orisha gave 8 
positive answer. Luckily, some of the elders that were present remembered other 
suitable names and the ivawo did not go home nameless. Respected elder Andres 
Hing, now residing in Tampa, Florida, published in 1971 the following list of names 


traditionally given in Cuban Santeria to initiates into the mysteries of Eshu 


Eshu Bi Eshu Miwa Osika 
Eshu Leti Aylabode 
Eshu Lari Onibode 
Eshu Kilalu Eshu Akadrede Bake 
Eshu Rine Eshu ነርጠ፤ 

Eshu Tolu Agosede 


Eshu Ари 
Eshu Atelu 


εἶ 


Keep this list on hand in order to avoid an embarrassing situation such as thc 


one I described above 


፤ 


Eshu (Exu) in Brazil: Until relatively recentlv, the popular media in the United 
States has tended to ignore Brazil when it carries stories about the Orisha, vet that 
country has more Orisha-conscious people than any other nation in the world! It is 
perhaps due to the tenacity with which practitioners of Candomble, their equivalent 
of Santeria, guard their traditions there, and their reluctance to initiate people outside 
of Brazil, that they have been able to maintain such a low profile. This state ol 
affairs, however, 15 quickly changing as all aspects of Orisha worship are coming 
under media scrutiny, due to increased public interest in Orisha culture in general 
and also due to more Brazilian-made priests becoming more visible in the U.5 
Artist Manny Vega. for example, whose mosaics depicting Yemaya and Shango 
adorns the 110th street subway station on the 6 line in New York City, throws a 


fabulous. star-studded party every year to celebrate his anniversary as a priest o! 


i 


()XOSSI 


Brazilian scholar Nunes Pereira calls Exu a "gigantic, dynamic, and disonenting 


personality Arne Falke Ronne describes Exu as an “insaciable erotic, able 
to satisfy 3,500 women a 24 hour period." The premier recorder of Afro- 


Brazilian life, Franco-Brazilian anthropologist Roger Bastide, who “went native 
(became an initiate). savs of Exu: “His function is to regulate the cosmos. It 15 ከ 
who blocks all pathwavs and removes all obstacles. In effect, he 15 the God 


Order 
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Some of the Brazilian Exus (besides Pomba Gira, discussed above) include the Warriors , privacy. Those who have Eleggua as their tutelary (head) deity and 
Arranca- loco, Тгапса Ruas, Male, Tiriri, Caveira, Brasa, Marabo, Veludo, Pemba have undergone Kariosha have much more elaborate shrines dedicated to thei 
Mirim. Carangola. Мапа Padilha, Quebra-Galho. Mangeira, Girramundo, Ze Orisha. These shrines mav feature fine curtains of red and black material, fancy 
Pelintra, and Pedra Negra. In Brazil Exu is often depicted as a Mephistophelian porcelain soup tureens holding Eleggua s 2] cowry shells, and embroidered 
devil, complete with horns, pointed beard, and long, black cape. He is also clothes depicting Catholic icons related to the worship of Eleggua 


syncretized with St. Anthony and St. Peter in Porto Alegre, and with St. Gabriel 
the Archangel 18 Recife 






Shrine (Igbodu): How initiates honor Eshu Eleggua: As one of the "Warriors, - 
a group of four Orisha most serious followers of Santeria receive, even if they do = | 
not go all the way into full initiation into the mysteries of their tutelarv deity in the ሙም 
kariosha ceremony. Some, however. are children of Eshu and receive his mysteries Lc 2279 
directly on their heads. Eshu s initiations, then, fall basicallv into two categories SEO 


- > 
The mid-level initiation called (11ο Warriors, and the high-level initiation known ; сў «Y 
; ግና” с“ ap 


ጻ8 [л , 


as "Kariosha, " or "Making the Saint, This means that Eshu, like other Orisha 
has his own egbe (denomination); yet he 15 also worshipped across the board in all 
egbes, since members of all other cults have to have received the preliminan 


initiation of the Warriors before they can go on to receive full initiation 


Ihe Warriors consist of an Eleggua image, generally depicted ш опе of the 
following three forms: As a small cement cone with eyes, nose, mouth, and ears 
fashioned out of cowry shells; this figure rests in a small terra cotta or carthenware 
dish; as a conch filled with cement with features made out of cowry shells; and as 
a natural stone that has been consecrated. Wood Elegguas are also sometimes 
employed. The next orisha to be conferred as part of the warriors 1s Ogun, Lord of 
War and of Iron. He is represented by a black, three-legged iron pot filled with 
railroad spikes, horseshoes, 8 stone consecrated to Ogun, and iron implements 
such as a miniature plow, a sword, a hoe, etc. Inside Ogun's pot, Oshosi, Lord of 
the Hunt and the Divine Tracker, is represented with his own stone and with an 
iron bow-and-arrow. The fourth Orisha in the Warriors group 15 Osun, pronounced 
oh-SOON, represented by a metal chalice fringed with jingle bells and topped by a 
rooster. Many writers have equated Osun with Osanvin, but those of us steeped in 
Cuban Santeria know these are completely different Orisha. Osun seems to be of 
Arara origin. He represents the initiate as his physical presence in the Warriors 


vroup. When the Osun chalice falls down, the initiate breaks an egg over it and 


есотеѕ aware that something serious, possibly troublesome, 15 to happen unless 


. =, <<! 8 k= PHA 1 'r offering 
proper steps are taken. Those who have not undergone the kariosha initiation can Warriors with rooster offering 


11 ss 


ommunicate with Eleggua and the other warriors through the use of the Obi orack 


According to Yoruba tradition. this 15 an utterly egalitanan oracle: no initiation 15 


necessary in order to access its wisdom. (see next chapter). The Warriors should be 
kept close to the home s main entrance (front door). Som peopl place them inside 
| loot locker or some other large container in order to guard their own. as well as 
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Shrine (ojubo alejo) How non-initiates may honor Eshu Eleggua: Mam 


home in Cuba feature a small altar to the Child of Prague. or а statue οἱ 5 


St. Anthony, or a print of the Lonely Souls, à medieval representation of a beautiful 
woman burning ina пегу inierm “lose to the Iront door A coconut placed on 


white plate behind the front door of manv homes is also used tor present Eleggua 


in households that don t have initiates OBI 
children like: tovs. candies HOW TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE 
xus ring pencils etc. He also likes to be adorned with the red tail feathers of the GREAT COMMUNICATOR 


Mrican gray parrot. [he more grave aspects of Eshu like hot peppers. All Eshus 


Minor offerings (adimu): Eshu likes evervthin 


c to be dressed with palm oil, which 15 deep orange or red. They also like coffee 


rum. toasted com, smoked jutia (a large rodent that looks like an opossum), smoked 


fish. sugar canc. eggs. kola nuts. cascarilla chalk. coconut uice. fresh water pieces How Eshu Eleggua made it possible for everyone to have ACCESS to the 


of fabric, and cigar smoke. All Eshus hate corn kernel oil, which is vellow. In fact Obi oracle: The following pataki tells the story of Obi, the Orisha who, because 


à very dangerous spell. one 1 wouldn t recommend, 15 to offer Eshu red palm oil of false pride, was downgraded to common oracle. Eshu-Eleggua was responsible 


saving so-and-so, give vou this palm oil," then, you would spread palm kernel for Obi's downfall by reporting Obi's misbehavior to their father, Olofi. In this 


oil over his cowry shell mouth while saving the name of an enemy vou want to manner. an Orisha 5 disgrace became humanitv's eain. a pattern Eshu-Eleggua 
destroy in the following fashion: “so-and-so gives vou this corn kernel 01] Eshu would repeat with Ogun, whose own downfall made it possiblc for humankind to 
gets So upset that he kills whoever vou mentioned. Eshu also hates squash and does obtain the secret of forging tro! 


not allow menstruating women to work with him while on their menses 


፻ 


During the time when the orisha and humankind still lived together. Olofi s son 


Major offerings (ebo): Jutia (a large Cuban rodent) is Eshu's favorite Obi was made to rule over a vast domain that included both orisha and men. A 
offering. In North America he accepts rats, mice, guinea pigs, and opossums as beautiful youth fond of wearing impeccable white garments like his father, Obi 
substitutes. Eshu also likes roosters, chickens. and newlvy-hatched chicks. deet was a kind and careful ruler. So popular did Obi become that potentates from ali 
goats, dogs, and tortoises. Some Eshus accept pigeon sacrifices (must be two at 8 over would come to praise the young prince. At first he took equal delight in 
time). but most do not welcoming humble fishermen and even lepers, as well as princes and rich 


merchants, into his presence. But slowly, Prince Obi 5 head began to swell, and 


папу. where all his subjects were 


Characteristics of Eshu’s devotees (sons and daughters): Eshu's children became proud and snobbish, At a public | 


tend to be intelligent and cunning. They ar prone to perpetrate practical iokes on supposed to be welcome. Obi gave orders not to let “the lower classes In 
whoever makes a suitable victim. They are also sexuallv diverse and outside what Disguised as a beggar, Obi's brother Eshu-Eleggua attempted to enter the party 


the majority οἱ people would call “normal.” Politicians. clowns. and tolll eepers only to be physically elected by Prince ОМ s guards 
| rey | || ” | а.а | thi [ Ind ti r under rid οἱ j [ር 


(115171 d himsel poor man ana ning Eshu, attempted to CI пе ра 
his tim | Ol im D d to be near tl ite when he s th 
Dau ittempting to enter. “Plea ble Prin | me crumbs off voi 
(abl | 1 hu pl ο I l Πτα how da п thinl 
[3] ll 11111 botl | nd Otol | 
| шр | ИР ከ1 
| 
кеа | I! I ) | [ | 
CJ] | | | ed Oh 








аге ае Dein j ind hall |1 | nd Τί ntinuallvy fall fron 
па Па ΟΙ | | | on uo | [ геа! wisaon [| DC ACCCSSIDIC 
ΠΟΠ] VIM iS? [ | || [ [1 i П [ | | 
| ከ15 15 the reason people use coconuts as oracles, but must always act 


ге5рќ tfullv towards these ruts ISKIH P реп |5510በ Delore ነሺ Ikin them down 
to make the Obi oracle. Although Obi was punished. he was a great prince and an 


orisha. so we must look upon the coconut with great respect 


Гле place of oracles in Santeria’s belief system: An extremely important 
function of Eshu is as the God of Oracles. especially the Obi oracle, which in 
Cuba 15 synonymous with coconut, itself a manifestation of Eshu-Eleggua in 
many traditions, and an oracle that does not require initiation to be performed 


፥ 


Belore expounding on the Obi oracle, let us examine the cross-cultural 


J 


phenomenon of divination itself’ What is divination It 1s the manipulation of 
eligious symbols as a problem-solving process. Most divination systems use 
certain transcendent or metaphvsical images which are then manipulated to give 
illumination on a problem or a particular situation. In Africa, there are two main 
svstems of divination. One involves thé manipulation of shells, nuts, or rocks. The 
ther 15 to mark symbols on the earth and then either let animals loose to walk 
upon them, or wait for wild animals to spontaneously walk across them. There are 


of course, other systems of divination in Africa, such as water-gazing and spirit 


possession, but the first two | have described are the most widely employed 


As an issue of faith, or belief, when divination is used it is our belief that 
divination 15 effective because the selection process is inspired and/or guided ከነ 
benevolent, superior, Spiritual Forces. Іп this manner. divination is not only the 
manipulation of metaphysical symbols, but also a way of achieving direct 


r you do not 
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nchronization K plain why divination works. Svnchronizat refel | 
eminglvy unrelated events having an underlying meaning. Behind the concept of 
nchroniza | the belief that [ከ ni ni iterrelat | ከ] 
15168 ላ] | ( | | hel th hin } пар ni | 
inviti | пос pianation ር! | | nai TKS 15 that 1E 15 a form Οἱ 
Iinind-over-matter. Or the с! elated cent |11]| || በሯ፤ u are told 
by a Gypsy that | [1] d ul h birthd en [1 j > 
m lad l сап е] | | 
шеп cli inal [ОП | > | 
| |(1] [()11:] [| 1: | 
1111] | heir Higl >| M T | 055] 
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compk is exemplified by the complicated system known as the oracl | 
which involves the casting of a chain or manipulation of pain its In order t 
obtain a sign. called an odu which is notated as eight marks, cach representins 


light (1) or darkness (11). An odu looks like this 


In the Ifa svstem, each "throw" of the divining chain gives you eight positions 
with two possible marks for each, thus manifesting one of 256 possibic 
configurations, each called ап “odu.” Notice the similarity of this system with the 
Chinese I Ching svstem. Ifa, however, 1s much more intricate. According to the 
distinguished American babalawo and theologian, Awo Falokun, the word "odu 
means womb. In his lucid exposition on Ifa, Falokun states that each odu 15 to be 
regarded as a fundamental energy pattern that sustains creation on all the dillerent 
dimensions of being. Each odu 15 said to contain twelve different possibk 
interpretations, thus giving the diviner 3,072 possible answers to each single 
question. Obviously, mastering such à mind-boggling amount of information 
requires a lifetime of dedication. Also, remember that traditionally babalawo were 
expected to master this system mentally, without the aid of written materials. In 
fact, although the Ifa system of divination тау be thousands of years old, attempts 


to write down its wisdom can be traced back no more than two-hundred years 


In Africa. a boy would be chosen by divination at the age of seven to begin to 
study under an elder. For the next seven years, the apprentice was expected t 


memorize all 256 odu. After demonstrating that they had attained this goal. the 14 
усаг oid ipprentices could then be initiated into the mysteries of Ifa. They were 


then expected to spend the rest of their lives mastering the oracle. Because of the 


dedication required to become a proficient babalawo, Ifa diviners enjoy great 
prestige in Yoruba society. In Cuban Santeria, though the requirements f 
babalawo are not nearly as demanding, they are afforded great respect and act as 
de-facto high priests in [ከ pion. O! абаа ге thought to ha he 
| Sal she (grace) t ist the Gracie. so non-1initia 1 а IK tempt ! [ 
| | | | id n ast 
- livina | ynship ‹ | rv «hall 
omplicat | Ithougi n Wande Abimbol | ternational sp ma 
ΙΟ la ап 1 1] апи 1а! meri (1110) un ud | hal Ia i iav 
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hanks to Esh ү 1 | oracle, the Obi oracle, 15 open ti 

everyone! Greedy practitioners of Santeria have maintained that only priests and 
[31 | ር | perform Obi divination. Most santeros do mot teach then 
ነ1ርከ11ሰ1 || irt of coconut casting. Thi reprehensible situation. Simi 


| በርርኗ! n 15 a пр! arn Obi divination 
1 1 1 ' + , 

) CHSUI пе SUCCA O1 папоп. ነነ на р Оп | 1 d Sacrca Spa 11] 
irea that 15 designated nsec! d. and only used for the purpose o! divinaliol 
| ከር traditional way for thi be done 15 by designating a straw mat as the sacred 
space 11115 We Can CaITY our sacred spa vili us wnOTCVCT WE 1 

Next. we should brine t! lements of earth. air. fire. and water to the divinin 


alreadv present. In Africa, Obi divination 15 done with four pieces of kola nut. In 
unerica, we use four pieces of coconut. Both kola nuts and coconuts аг 
onsidered intrinsically holy and imbued with mystical powers. Some people usc 
four cowry shells I often use permakolas*, an object of divination I developed 


ated kola nuts 
hard 


based on West African coastal traditions. where pieces of consect 


iares or circles, and baked unti 


Е 1 
$ embedded on one SH 


omplex prayer that is recited at the beginning of cach divination 
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When all four 


present must tour 


Orisha of the Crossroads 


idv to divine! The four pieces that make up the Obi oracle ΕἸ 
s depending in now тап land fac 11 r face down W hethet 


de о! a coconut piece or [| 
il this sidc the "white ас 


inswers of Obi are 


0 0 0 0 - Alafia 


pieces fall white side up, the an 
уша also mean an unexpected 


| the ground with the points ol 


immediatelv kissing them. Generallv 8 good om 


[his is why lear 


ed readers do not consider “ΑΙ 


in point is that of a godchild of mine who aske 


trip his ailing mother would be doing better. The 


he interpreted as being ves. When he returned 1 


171 
By not sulferin he was inde 
ıe had expected. | recommend 
nple rather. view 1t 1n à m 
th a couple οἱ cla በፎ quest 
00096- Itawa 
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ifia tobeadelinite ves 4 
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sweris Alafia. This isa “ves 


ves. When Alafia comes up. all 
three fingers οἱ the nent hand 
en. it can be tricky sometimes 
d if when the returned from а 


inswer he cot was Alafia. which 


rom his trip, my godson found 


ed doing "better," but this was 
that when Alafia comes out, d 
ге all-encompassing light an 


YES 


hinite NO. 
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0009 - Ovek 6: There is a very important Yoruba proverb that says “If vou already ΚΠΟΙ 
- үеки | ry T 
ч the answer. don t ask the question his literally means that the oracle does not 
respond well to frivolous questions. For example, if vou truly KN JW νου 
All whites down. An indication that a пи ophust ted огас] ς ቤኮ በች С 
whites di | î indic uon Hiat በ more sopi icated oracle need 1 husband finds vou attractive lon t ask Does mv husband find me attractn 
consulted. for the matter at hand 15 wav too complicated to bereduced toa "ves or 
% | | <= ፈሊ : Because the oracle will give you a nonsense response 
1 1 І 
no format. When Ovek omes up all IOUT PICCes | the oracle need t 
immersed in water. If Oveku comes up three or more times during a reading, the - | | , «1 , . J 
e | : Beas specific as possible: example-- ‘Wilt / pass the math test on г лиғхаа\ 


person being read is definitely in need of a more thorough consultation with an 


Rather than "Will 1 do well in math" 
elder, since Oveku persistently popping ир is a strong indication of very comple^ 


questions needing equally complex solutions beyond the scope of the Obi oracle 


[he kev to obtaining accurate information from the Obi oracle rests in vou 
ability to frame questions properly. Following some simple rules will ensure success 
Non-initiates may address their questions to “my spirit guides.” specific spirits 


known to them as guides (always ask will you answer my questions? In this 
Eshu-E] š | ሜን Once the five principal answers are mastered, other, more subtle additional 
case), or to Eshu-riegpua 
YT meanings can be gleamed from the way the pieces fall. For example, if a white falls 


A ' directlv on top of another white this indicates 8 surge ol good fortune associated 
1: Alwavs frame vour question in a manner that can be answered "ves oi J ‹ 
; with the question 


1 ፤ | 1 # εἶ , f " ‘i { I 
no --ехатріе: “4m / getting the job supervisor this week when it becom 


паре?" It 15 important that vou put a time frame оп your question whenever 


possible, because 1f you merely ask Will I get the job of supervisor? The oracle 


may give a “yes based on the fact that vou will become a supervisor ten years 


down the line 





2: Avoid ambiguities: frame your question Does J. LJ. feel erotic love for m 
rather than "Does J.D. love me?" J D. may love you like a son, but that's NOT 


what vou are hoping for 


3: Avoid double negatives such as "Does Mark not feel what he doesn t feel fo 
11] 
| በ white falls on top of a dark, this indicates an end to bad luck coming about 
᾽ 11 | SOK le associated with the question 
4: Although there 1s a rule that once vou ha ):btained an an do ! X ome variabk ڪڪ‎ Н | 
isk the sam iestion again. vou тау cross-reference an answer to mal ire af ! 
] "гас ከ 11] ከ Gone ne TM 1! th r ΤΩ͂Ι . ПП 1 11 | — 
| ) | [mmediatelv tol || Jeannie aware that 
IC 1 1311] 11] | Τι ] 
& Гү ni ፥ ኒ ] 1! 7 8-1 {її t fo ' | tii | h 
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^ dark falling on top of a dark 


indicates an advent of bad fortune indicates that steps must be taken t 


A dark falling on top of a whit 


ensure the success of whatever is being 


considered 





If a single piece falls out of vour hand || the piece falls white side down 
while vou are about to execute a throw the answer is ^no 

this means the spirit answering is in 8 

rush to communicate. If the piece falls 


white side up, the answer 1s "ves 


ocv 


И one of the pieces falls standing on its edge, a spirit guide 15 present and wants 





to communicate at a level higher than the obi oracle 
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EsHu - ELEGGUA 


AND SANTERIA'S 
“CELESTIAL COURT" 


In Africa, orisha worshippers generally belong to a society ("egbe ) dedicated 
to the worship of a single orisha, thus, worshippers of Aganju would belong to 
egbe Aganju, those who worship Yemaya would belong to egbe Yemaya and so 
forth. These societies were in fact denominations, fully self-sufficient and not 
necessarily having anything to do with initiations into orishas other than 
their own. The three elements of orisha worship that transcended the boundaries of 
egbe were Eshu worship, ancestor veneration (“egungun’) and Па divination 
Eshu-Eleggua is worshipped across the board because of reasons we have already 
discussed, mainly, that as the orisha who opens and closes doors, both literal and 
metaphysical, he can keep anyone from achieving anything. The ancestors, of course 
form the backbone of most indigenous spiritualities, for it is in great part deified 
ancestors who receive the greatest amount of worship in many of these primal 
societies. [fa priests have attained great fame and respect as codifiers, recorders, 
and teachers of orisha worship. Although strictly speaking they are one more egbe 
among many, in reality they are the scholars of orisha worship and have attained 
the status of high priests. In Santeria there 15 a saying which goes: “Everyone ends 
up at the feet of Orunla," meaning that sooner or later, most practitioners in Africa 
and Cuba--not so in Brazil, where there are not many babalawo--have to resort to 
Ifa divination to settle disputes. The wife of a babalawo (Ifa practitioner) 15 usually 
in divination, she can perform all priestlv duties including initiating others and 


having her own godchildren 


During the shameful days of the slave trade. members of all eebes were criminally 
brought to the Americas. Under the horrible conditions endured bv these incredibly 





brave men, women, and children, thev found their lives interrupted in a fashion so 
lacking in humanity that it is hard for us todav to imagine how our ancestors were 
able to withstand being subjected to such 1gnominv just a few generations age 
Members of different egbe would be grouped together in different plantatior 


Lacking the infrastructures they had enioved in their homeland, egbes that m Africa 
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would have nothing to do with each other became associated by necessity. A member 
of egbe Oshun, for example, would teach a member of egbe Shango about his 
religion, while the member of Shango s egbe would reciprocate. In this fashion 
each worshipper made sure his or her orisha would not fall into oblivion. Eventually 
a synthesis began to occur where the egbes began to become fused into a single 


religion, Lukumi, also called “Regla de Ocha” and Santeria 


Where the ashe of a single orisha would be revealed to an initiate in Africa, a 
standard five orisha were offered automatically in a Santeria initiation, though 
only one of these would be installed in a person s head. The five standard orishas 
were: Eshu (Eleggua), Obatala, Shango, Yemava, апа Oshun 

Cuban elders refer to the Santeria pantheon as “La Corte Celestial," the Celestial 
Court. Eshu-Eleggua s position in the pantheon is unique. He is the only orisha all 
egbes had to honor in Africa, a custom that survived the Middle Passage. In Santeria 
receiving the mid-level Warriors initiation is mandatory for all serious devotees 
As head warrior, Eshu is in all the homes of orisha worshippers around the globe 
Eshu-Eleggua 15 also carried bv devotees, small "pocket Elegguas" being 
fashioned out of small shells and other materials many times. Also, each orisha 
conferred generally has his or her own Eshu. Thus, when one receives Babalu, one 
also needs Eshu Afra 


Although orisha worship continued to develop separately in Yorubaland in Africa 
and in Cuba, one aspect of the religion that has continued to be expressed with 
remarkable consistency is Eshu Eleggua 5 primacy over all other Orisha, his virtual 
ubiquity ın all ceremonies concerning the Orisha, and his unique relationship to 


God, the Orisha, and Humankind, as the force [ከ81 keeps the Universe moving 
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ΟΡΙΚΙ ESHU ELEGGUA: 


ORIN EsHuU ELEGGUA 
PRAYERS AND SONGS TO ESHU ELEGGUA 


PRAISE POEMS To ESHU-ELEGGUA (ORIKI) 


Eshu turns right into wrong. wrong into ne 
When he is anerv. he hits a stone until it bleeds 
When he 15 anerv. he sits on the skin of an ant 


When he ts ап?гу, he wee ps tears of blood 


Eshu slept in the house- 
but the house was too small for him 
Eshu slept on the verandah- 
but the verandah was too small for him 
Es 


it last | ould stretch himsel 





iu slept тпа nut 


Eshu walked through the eroundnut farn 


| he tuft of his hair was just visibl 
fit had not been for his hus 
| uid | ኮኒ DIC Аа || 
LVI і п. | гас T he I 
тпр up. | inno | ito th | 
He tl tone toda kills a bírd 
i] 
f } 1 
| no m | | 
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ur friends are those who offer you respect 
| : | TCSI Na escuridáo da noite magica 
Your enemies arc those who do not know vour worth, and do not feed vou i 
ош енше аге ung ሥረ : ፡ ш, HI UO по 2000 Exu crava na encruzilhada sete espadas 
que 580 os sete caminhos do seu império 


You own no farm or market, Your farm is the entire universe Logo vem encontra-lo seu irmáo Ogum 
AUK 111 κ ሠ απο уи av ኢያ ደል ፡ 
Your merchandise, Olodumare s creation 


E partem ambos pelas sendas do desconhecido 


a servico dos deuces a dos mortais'^ 


r\ In the darkness of a magical night 


Eshu plants seven swords at the crossroads 


5 Р сал | а N that represent the seven paths of his empire 

Here is Exu. midnight Exu Exu of intersections! Here are Exu and his wife. the | | | 
መን | He goes on to meet his brother Ogun, 

lovely Pomba-Gira! He s wearing his black cape he s wearing his black hat he's : 


“το and both continue on their journey through unknown trails 
wearing his polished shoes. With his iron trident in his hand, Here 15 Exu | 


at the service of gods апа mortals alike! 


midnight Exu. Exu of intersections" 


PRAISE SONGS TO ESHU-ELEGGUA (ORIN) 


Barasuwayo, Omoni Alawana, mamakenya irawo Eee 
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O Barasuwayo, Eee 
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Eshu Odara, Omoni Alawana, Mamakenya irawo, Fee 
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Lord οἵ Mischief, νοι give character to Ovo. Child who owns [ከፎ crossroads, do 


not let any harm come to our mothers, the stars in heaven sing your praises 


Great Lord of Mischief, we praise vou, Eshu the Criminal, Child who owns thc 





crossroads, do not let any harm come to our mothers, the stars in heaven sing 


your praise’ 
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